AP/HONORS UNITED STATES HISTORY SYLLABUS (2008-2009)
Mr. Rodreick

Phoenix High School

clint.rodreick@phoenix.k12.or.us
Work: 541-535-1526 ext. 354
Cell: 541-621-8385

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course will comprehensively cover United States history from the era of first contact between Native Americans and European colonists to the post-Cold War world in which we now live.  Students will learn about major political, social, economic, and cultural developments that have occurred throughout the course of United States history and how these developments influenced one another.  Students will be exposed to major historical figures and events, as well as less noted individuals and historical episodes.  In addition to listening to lectures and taking notes upon the subject, students will interact with historical texts; they will learn how to craft historical arguments by critically analyzing primary documents and placing these documents within a larger historical narrative.  This course will expose students to the changing nature of historical interpretation and will challenge them – through debates, discussions, and research papers – to formulate historical arguments that challenge, reinforce, or contribute to already existing historical arguments.  By the end of the course, students will have a comprehensive understanding of major historical developments in American history and will be able to appreciate the complexity of past and present affairs and how the two influence each other.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

(     Students will become thoroughly versed in United States history, from our early colonial beginnings (1600s) to the modern times (21st century).

(     Students will be able to analyze and interpret primary and secondary source documents.


(     Students will be able to take multiple strands of historical information and synthesize and integrate them together to support a position on an historical question.

(     Students will gain experience in lecture settings, and will learn how to take extensive notes.

(     Students will be able to prepare for & earn a 3 or higher on the AP US History Exam May 8th.                  Research suggests that students will dramatically improve both their preparation and performance             at the university level by successfully taking an AP course and national exam.
COURSE EXPECTATIONS:

(     Due to the nature of the course, students will be expected to do the bulk of the reading outside of               class.

(     Objective and subjective tests will be given every two or three weeks.

(     Additional reading assignments besides those in the textbook will be assigned periodically.                       Specifically, weekly primary source readings will be assigned and discussed to support each                      chapter.

(     There will be a heavy emphasis on writing in this class since half of the AP Exam is based on                   essay writing.


INSTRUCTIONAL RESOURCES:

The following book & website will be used during this course

Textbook: Jones, Jacqueline et al., Created Equal: A Social and Political History of the United States, Pearson Education Inc: New York, 2006.  ($85.00)

Website: To be provided at a later date.
SUGGESTED STUDY AIDS:

The following websites and books are excellent resources for study materials. Here you will find reviews, primary documents, audio and video clips, critical thinking exercises, study guides and strategies, as well as chapter summaries and activities.

· www.ablongman.com/jonesap
· www.LongmanAmericanHistory.com
· Cornelison, Pam, The Great American History Fact-Finder: The Who, What, Where, When, and Why of American History, Houghton Mifflin, 2004.

· Kellogg, William O., Barron’s AP United States History (2008)

· Cracking the AP US History Exam (2008)

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

For any college level course, outside reading is extremely important.  There is not enough classroom time to cover all events or concepts in American History.  The readings are not required for factual knowledge but to provide the tools so students may begin to analyze, synthesize, and evaluate historical events.  The readings for the class are given in the class schedule.  Each student is expected to keep up with the reading schedule.  To pass the chapter exams and the Advanced Placement examination, these readings are essential.

Survey Text: You are responsible for reading and studying the survey text, Created Equal. While some of the text will be discussed in detail, much of it will be gleaned through independent learning (i.e. reading it on your own outside of class).

Supplemental Readings: You will be given primary and secondary reading materials (essays, articles, documents, etc.) within each unit that will deal with an organizing concept that will be emphasized on the unit writing assignments, DBQ’s, and in-class activities. The materials are to be read and used to help construct and defend an historical thesis (i.e. argument).  These supplementary reading assignments will take the form of individual readings and responses to questions, group assignments and seminar or group discussions.

Note taking: Good note taking skills are essential in an AP course. You are required to take notes on lectures and discussions; a loose-leaf notebook is required for this purpose.

CLASS POLICIES:

This AP course is divided up into historical units (Exploration, Colonial America, American Revolution etc).  Once a unit is covered, an exam will be given on all the materials covered in that unit.  This includes reading assignments.  

Exams will be given in two parts: essay and multiple-choice or short answer. The multiple choice/short answer questions will come primarily from the textbook, while the essay will be based on major topics or themes discussed in class. Each part of the exam is worth 50%. 

Make up Policy

DO NOT COME TO CLASS AND ASK ME WHAT YOU MISSED WHEN YOU WERE GONE.  There will be a basket containing all assignments, notes, and other materials at the back of the classroom. Find the assignments/notes you missed and ask a classmate for assistance first.  If you have additional questions after you’ve talked to a classmate and after you’ve read the directions, come see me and I will help you out.   

Be sure to ask about any missing assignments or grade concerns AFTER class, not during or before class.  Be sure to make a copy of, as well as study, any notes that were missed due to an absence.  
If a student misses an assignment due to an illness or other excused absence it is up to the student to make up the work.  The student has ONE WEEK to make up a missed assignment from the date of his or her return.  All make up work will be given at the end of the class period.  DO NOT INTERRUPT CLASS FOR MISSING ASSIGNMENTS!!  

Late Work Policy:

Late work will NOT be accepted.  One of the most important lessons that should be learned during school is responsibility.  Failure to hold you accountable to this standard only sets you up for failure later on in life.  

Extra Credit:

Students who wish to improve their course grade and/or broaden their understanding of US History will have opportunities to take advantage of extra credit assignments.  These assignments are not busy work!  Extra credit assignments will improve students’ analytical and writing skills, better preparing students for the College Board Exam.  Students may rewrite essay questions for up to one letter grade higher until late in the 3rd quarter (assuming that the rewrite takes place within a reasonable timeframe!).

Materials:

Students will be expected to have a spiral notebook or notepad specifically for AP US History and a large three ring binder or folder to organize and keep all assignments, study guides, and exams/quizzes.

Teacher Assistance Times:

I will be available for tutorials before and after school.  Feel free to stop by anytime.

Study Sessions:

Study sessions will take place in the evenings from time to time.  While these review sessions are not mandatory, you are strongly encouraged to attend.  They will help your performance in this class as well as on the AP Exam in May.  These sessions will be announced.

GRADING POLICY
Your grade will be determined by the percentage of possible points you earn on assignments and tests.  Graded work will include:
Unit Tests (100 points)


° 50-80 M.C. questions

DBQ Essays (50 points)

° 1 every other month

Quizzes (10-25 points)


° Map quizzes


° Reading quizzes


° Lecture quizzes

Journal (25 points)


° Due on day of Unit Test


° Must include: “bell ringer” warm-ups, reading notes, handouts, lecture notes, quizzes/tests

In-Class Activities (points vary based on assignment)


° Debates, presentations, projects, discussions etc.

The Phoenix High School grading scale is as follows:


A
90-100%


B
80-89%


C
70-79%


D
60-69%


F
50-59%

AP Exam & College Credit
Your AP score will be determined by taking the College Board Exam on Friday Morning, May 8. The exam consists of 80 multiple-choice questions, 1 document based essay (DBQ) question, and 2 free response essay questions.  The College Board grades the exam.  There is a fee of $85.00 to take the exam.  I encourage everyone in this class to take the exam; those who take the exam will have AP written on their transcript.  Those who do not take the AP exam will have honors written on their transcript.  Those who wish to sign up for SOU credit may do so; you may earn up to 8 credits at the cost of $25.00 per credit.  The grade you receive from me will be the same grade that goes on your SOU transcript or gets calculated into your college GPA.
If you have a C in the class and receive a 4 or 5 on the exam, I will raise your grade to a B; if you have a B in the class and receive a 4 or 5 on the exam, I will raise your grade to an A.

*Exams and quizzes cannot be retaken (except on a case-by-case basis)
PROJECTED PROGRESSION OF MAJOR INSTRUCTIONAL UNITS:

Major instructional units are planned in the following order.  Smaller instructional focuses, which are scattered throughout the term, are not listed.  These quarters are listed solely as a projection.  

Q1  Pre-Columbian Civilizations & the “Columbian Exchange” 

Q1  European Footholds in North America

Q1  African Enslavement & the ‘Peculiar Institution’

Q1  An American Babel (1713-1763)

Q1  Discontented Revolutionaries (1763-1775)

Q1  The Creation of a New Nation (1775-1783)

Q2  Revolutionary Legacies

Q2  Jeffersonianism and the Expansion of the Nation

Q2  The Age of the Common Man: Manifest Destiny & Cultural Xenophobia

Q2  Peoples in Motion (1832-1848)    

Q2  Antebellum America: The Sectional Crisis over Slavery

Q2  The Civil War

Q2  Reconstruction and the Making of a “New South”

Q2  Capitalism Unleashed: Robber Barons and Technological Growth

Q3  Consumer Culture & the 1920s

Q3  Progressivism

Q3  The War to End All Wars: WWI

Q3  The Great Depression & the 1930s

Q3  Global Conflict: WWII

Q3  The Cold War: Communism vs. Capitalism

Q3  Dissidence, Civil Disobedience, & Social Change: the 1960s

Q3  Reconsidering National Priorities (1972-1979)

Q4  The Resurgence of Conservatism: Reaganomics & the 1980s

Q4  Bush Sr., the Gulf War, and the 1990s

Q4  Clinton, Globalization, and the 21st Century

The following are tentative deadlines as to when each chapter should by completed by.  Consider them to be target dates.  No fixed deadline is being set because from time to time these dates may be changed. 

Textbook Chapter






Target Date for Completion

Chapter 1….…………………………………………………………………………Monday, September 8th
Chapter 2…………………………………………………………………………….Monday, September 15th  

Chapter 3…………………………………………………………………………….Monday, September 22nd

Multiple Choice Exam……………………………………………………………..Friday, September 26th

Chapter 4…………………………………………………………………………….Monday, September 29th
Chapter 5…………………………………………………………………………….Monday, October 6th

DBQ Exam………………………………………………………………………….Thursday, October 9th

Chapter 6…………………………………………………………………………….Monday, October 13th
Multiple Choice Exam……………………………………………………………..Friday, October 17th
Chapter 7…………………………………………………………………………….Monday, October 20th
Chapter 8…………………………………………………………………………….Monday, October 27th 

FRQ Exam………………………………………………………………………….Thursday, October 30th
Chapter 9…………………………………………………………………………….Monday, November 3rd
Multiple Choice Exam……………………………………………………………..Friday, November 7th
Chapter 10…………………………………………………………………………...Monday, November 10th
Chapter 11.…………………………………………………………………………..Monday, November 17th
DBQ Exam………………………………………………………………………….Friday, November 21st
Chapter 12…………………………………………………………………………...Monday, November 24th 

Chapter 13…………………………………………………………………………...Monday, December 1st
Multiple Choice Exam……………………………………………………………..Friday, December 5th 
Chapter 14…………………………………………………………………………...Monday, December 8th
Chapter 15…………………………………………………………………………...Monday, December 15th
Multiple Choice Exam……………………………………………………………..Friday, December 19th
Chapter 16…………………………………………………………………………...Monday, January 5th
Chapter 17…………………………………………………………………………...Monday, January 12th
FRQ Exam………………………………………………………………………….Friday, January 16th 
Chapter 18…………………………………………………………………………...Tuesday, January 20th
Multiple Choice Exam……………………………………………………………..Wednesday, January 21st 
Chapter 19…………………………………………………………………………...Monday, January 26th
Chapter 20…………………………………………………………………………...Monday, February 2nd
Chapter 21…………………………………………………………………………...Monday, February 9th
Multiple Choice Exam……………………………………………………………...Friday, February 13th
Chapter 22…………………………………………………………………………...Tuesday, February 17th
DBQ Exam…………………………………………………………………………..Friday, February 20th 
Chapter 23…………………………………………………………………………....Monday, February 23rd
Chapter 24……………………………………………………………………………Monday, March 2nd
Multiple Choice Exam……………………………………………………………....Friday, March 6th 
Chapter 25……………………………………………………………………………Monday, March 9th
Chapter 26……………………………………………………………………………Monday, March 16th
DBQ Exam…………………………………………………………………………..Wednesday, March 18th 
Chapter 27……………………………………………………………………………Monday, March 30th
Multiple Choice Exam……………………………………………………………...Thursday, April 2nd 
Chapter 28……………………………………………………………………………Monday, April 6th
Chapter 29……………………………………………………………………………Monday, April 13th
Chapter 30……………………………………………………………………………Monday, April 20th
Multiple Choice Exam………………………………………………………………Friday, April 24th 

AP EXAM……………………………………………………………………………FRIDAY, MAY 8TH 

*You must take notes on the required readings.  These notes will be turned in every three weeks and thus will cover 3 chapters (1 chapter per week).  Reading notes should be 3-4 sentence summaries of each section in each chapter.

CLASS EXPECTATIONS:
1.  Be Safe.  Phoenix High School is a place where everyone should feel safe physically, mentally and emotionally.  There is no room in our class or our school for unsafe behavior.  Unsafe behavior will be dealt with swiftly and sternly.

2.  Be respectful.  This class is a safe zone.  Students should feel free to share their ideas openly.  Put downs will not be tolerated.  Students will be expected to participate in class activities and maintain a positive attitude.  This includes being respectful of their peers and the teacher by listening when others are speaking; this goes for the teacher as well as fellow students.  Everyone is entitled to his or her own opinion so long as it is thoughtful and not hateful or hurtful.  Sexist, racist, homophobic, or any other derogatory remarks are not welcomed in this classroom at any point or for any reason.

3.  Be responsible.  In our class we will all act like, and treat each other like adults.  That means that each of us will be responsible for our own actions, will make special arrangements when needed, and will collect and complete all work that has been missed. 

4.  NO CELLPHONES OR IPODS.  I will not use mine in class so neither should you use yours. The first offense will receive a warning.  The second offense will result in the phone/IPOD being taken for the class period. The third offense will result in the IPOD being taken and a meeting will be held with the Vice Principal and a parent or guardian. 

5. Do not line up by the door prior to the bell ringing.  Remain in your seat until you are dismissed.

6.  Being tardy to class is not an option.  Students are expected to be in the classroom, in their seats, and quietly working on the warm-up activity when the bell rings.  Each unexcused tardy will result in an after-school detention as well as a 5-point reduction on their participation grade for every time they are tardy.  Please be on time.

7. Do not plan on leaving the room during class time.  There is plenty of time to use the restroom and get a drink in between classes, during morning break, and at lunch.  If you must leave, you will be allowed two permissions per semester.  If you are caught wandering, you will receive a detention.

8.  Be prepared.  Failure to prepare is preparing to fail.  Each student must come prepared for class.  This includes having the required reading/homework done before class.  Students will be expected to bring a writing implement, notebook, and textbook to class.  You will not be allowed to leave class to get materials, go to the bathroom or get a drink.  Emergencies will be the only exception.

9.  Cheating.  Don’t do it.  You will be held accountable and you will receive an F.  

10.  Vandalism.  Respect others belongings.  If you destroy or deface my materials or property, or that of another student, you will be responsible for replacing the property as well as face serious disciplinary actions. 

11.  Do your best.  I have very high expectations of all my students and myself.  I will not accept less than your best effort and you should not either.  Giving less than your best is simply cheating yourself.

12.  Have fun and remain positive.  This class will touch on personal aspects of your life and will hopefully tap into issues you find interesting or interests that you might have.  

13.  When I am talking, I expect you to listen.  When you are supposed to be reading or working on an assignment, I expect you to be quiet.  If you finish work early, I expect you to do something else quietly.  You’ve been in school long enough to understand this principle.  

14.  When you are working individually, it can be as loud as it is supposed to be in the library.  Some talking is okay, but not too much and not too loud.  If you are unable to figure out the appropriate amount or noise level for talking, then absolute silence will be enforced.

15. Some food and drink will be allowed so long as it is not a distraction for others and so long as it doesn’t prevent you from getting the required work done.  If you are a disruption in my class, because of this issue or any other of the above mentioned policies, you will be asked to sit in the hall.  Continued problems will lead to escalating the severity of the consequences and/or involving the administration and/or your parents.  

PARENT/GUARDIAN & STUDENT: WE ARE PARTNERS
I am honored to be involved with the most important partnership in the world.  In order for this class to run effectively, I need your support, respect, and cooperation – you already have mine.  Once you have read the entire syllabus and class expectations, please sign your name, print your name, and date this sheet of paper. Return it to class on Thursday, September 4th.  Signing this sheet indicates that both the parent/guardian and student understand what this course is about and what will be expected of them.

I have read and understand the class syllabus.

Parent/Guardian: ______________________________________________________________________


(Sign)
(Print)
(Date)

Student: _____________________________________________________________________________


(Sign)
(Print)
(Date)
*Reminder: Students enrolled in this course will be eligible to receive Southern Oregon University academic credit
