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Text

Palmer, R.R., Joel Colton, and Lloyd Kramer.  A History of the Modern World.  

New York: McGraw-Hill, 2007.

Supplemental Readings

Additional readings will be assigned throughout the course, and will include primary historical documents, excerpts from books, essays, and graphical data representations. 
Course Information

Advanced Placement European History is a yearlong course for sophomores.  It will satisfy the .50 Global Studies credit and provide students with an additional .50 Elective credit.  The primary purpose of this course is to prepare students for success on the AP European History test given in May.  The test is scored on a 5-point scale with 5 being the highest score possible.  Most universities will grant college credit for scores of 3 and above.  Students may take the course and choose not to take the test.  In this case, the course will be changed to read “Honors European History” on the student’s transcript.  Students are encouraged to take the test, both for the potential college credit and the “AP” designation on their transcript.  Completion of an AP course is widely recognized as a strong indicator of college success, and will therefore be an advantage in the college admissions process.

Course Goals

“The study of European history since 1450 introduces students to cultural, economic, political, and social developments that played a fundamental role in shaping the world in which they live.  Without this knowledge, we would lack the context for understanding the development of contemporary institutions, the role of continuity and change in present-day society and politics, and the evolution of current forms of artistic expression and intellectual discourse.  In addition to providing a basic narrative of events and movements, the goals of AP European History are to develop:

a) an understanding of some of the principal themes in modern European history

b) an ability to analyze historical evidence and historical interpretation

c) an ability to express historical understanding in writing” 

Themes
There are many prisms through which we can view history.  This course will look at the development of Europe through several themes.  We will use the PERSIAD to describe & analyze each era we study.  Students will be able to discuss the following themes, and describe both how they are expressed in specific eras and how they change over time.

Political history

Economic history

Religious history

Social history

Intellectual history

Artistic history

Diplomatic history

Military history is not specifically addressed on the AP test and therefore will receive little treatment in class.  Exceptions will be where war defines an era (The 30 Years’ War), where specific battles change the course of history (Battle of Stalingrad), or when military leaders eclipse the battlefield and define an era (Napoleon).

Scope of the course
This course covers the history of Europe from 1450 to the present.  The first unit will also include a brief treatment of the Classical World and the Middle Ages to give students the background they need to understand the Renaissance.  There will be 12 units, each with a corresponding unit test.  The course is split into 2 halves represented by Units 1-6 & 7-12 (1450 to Napoleon & Napoleon to present).  These 2 halves will not be aligned with the PHS semesters.  With the AP Test coming the 1st week of May, we need to finish our curriculum earlier than other classes.  We should be about halfway though the content of the course by Winter Break.

Here are the units we will be covering:

1)   The Renaissance

2)   The New Monarchs & The Age of Exploration

3)   The Reformation & Religious Wars

4)   The Scientific Revolution & The Enlightenment

5)   Absolutism & Constitutionalism

6)   The French Revolution & Napoleonic Wars

7)   The Industrial Revolution 

8)   The Age of Metternich & The Rise of New Ideologies 

9)   Unification, The Age of Mass Politics & The New Imperialism 

10)   WWI & The Inter-War Years

11)   Fascism & WWII

12)   The Cold War & Decolonization

Grading
The Phoenix High School Grading Scale is as follows:

A
90-100%

B
80-89%

C
70-79%

D
60-69%

F
50-59%

Your grade will be determined by the percentage of possible points you earn on assignments and tests.  Graded work will include:

Unit Tests (100 points)


( 25 mc questions 


( 1 FRQ essay 

DBQ Essays (50 points)


( 1 per month (8 total)


( In-class & Take-home

Quizzes (10-25 points)


( Map quizzes


( Art quizzes


( Reading quizzes

Journal (25 points)


( Due on day of Unit Test

( Reading notes, questions, definitions, etc.


( Lecture notes


( Class Handouts

In-Class Activities (Varies)


( Debates, presentations, projects, discussions, etc.

College Credit
AP European History is one of several classes at PHS that allows students to earn college credit while in High School.  There are two ways to earn college credit in this class:

1) Earn 8 credits from Southern Oregon University (4 credits each semester) by registering with SOU and paying a class fee of approximately $100.00.  There is no additional coursework required.  SOU will give you the same grade you receive from me.  This grade will be reflected in your college GPA and will appear on your SOU transcript.

2) Take the AP European History test in May and receive a score of 3 or higher on a 5-point scale.  The amount and type of credit you receive will depend on your score, and the college that you choose to attend.

Class Procedures

Starting Class

Be seated and ready to take part in class when the bell rings or be counted tardy.  Your backpack’s presence on your desk doesn’t count.  You must be here in person!  

Assignment Due Dates

Assignments are due at the beginning of class on the due date.  Late work will only be accepted at the next class meeting, and will be marked down one letter grade (10%). 

Test Make-up

Tests will usually be given on Fridays.  If you miss class, I will expect you to make up the test on Monday in my Advisor class.  If this doesn’t work, then it is your responsibility to make other arrangements.  Tests cannot be made up after one week from the original date. 

Journal

Journals are due on test day and are worth 25 points.  Please refer to the Journal Rubric for grading guidelines.
Class Expectations

( Respect your fellow students.  You have a right to your opinion and so does everyone else. 

( If you make a mess, clean it up

( No disruptive food or drinks. Quiet snacks are acceptable.  Closable drinks are acceptable. 

( No headphones, pagers, cell phones or any other electronic distractions.  

( Plagiarism on any assignment will result in an F for that assignment.  Have some pride!  Do your own work! 

Course Content Disclaimer

The rigor of this course is intended to approximate that of a lower-division college course.  The depth of understanding required for success in this course and on the AP test requires students to be acquainted with some mature content.

The AP test assumes that students are familiar with many iconic works of art.  We will be viewing several of these in class that include nudity (Michelango’s David & Creation of Adam, Botticelli’s The Birth of Venus, Delacroix’s Liberty Leading the People, etc.), and violence (Gentileschi’s Judith Slaying Holofernes, David’s Death of Marat, Goya’s Saturn Devouring His Children  & The Third of May 1808, etc.). 

Competing cosmological views (Paganism, Judaism, Catholicism, Protestantism, Islam, Darwinism, etc.) will be discussed in depth.

Various forms of violence will also be discussed (torture, burnings, pogroms, genocide, war, etc.).

Though all of these elements are included in the narrative of European history, they in no way make up the majority of the course content.  These topics will be presented and discussed only in their proper context as they contribute to a deeper understanding of the history of the European people. 

Feel free to contact me if you have any concerns.

Jon Theiring

jon.theiring@phoenix.k12.or.us
535-1018

 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Please sign this form acknowledging that you have read the preceding information.  Have your student return this form ASAP.

________________________________
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Date

� Official description of course goals quoted from apcentral.collegeboard.com.








