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Overview:

The FOCUS class is a course for sophomore students that will help you become more aware of your own potential and how to direct your interests.  It will also help you understand the relevance of your other course work and how it connects with your future.

Student Goals:

· Explore your own unique and personal interests, talents, and ambitions

· Learn what it takes to be part of and appreciate other members of a team

· Research options for college and other forms of higher education

· Explore various career goals and what it takes to achieve them

· Gain knowledge of career-related skills such as personal management, problem-solving, teamwork, communication, and career development

· Develop a four-year planning portfolio to help you make a smooth and successful transition between high school and whatever it is you want to do after high school graduation

Classroom Expectations:

This class is designed for all students to experience success.  The intent is that students who attend class on a regular basis will pass the class.  All school rules will be followed in this class, and no food, drinks, or CD players will be allowed in the classroom.  After-school detentions will be assigned according to school policy.  Other expectations include respect for this classroom, yourself and others; honesty and integrity; active listening; active participation; striving for your personal best; and taking responsibility for your own actions, as described in the 8 keys to Employability.

Evaluation:

Assignments and activities will be completed in class, with a minimal amount of homework.  Points will be earned by successful completion of activities in the following areas:

Daily Assignments and Projects:  Daily or weekly work will be turned in, graded & returned to be kept in a portfolio.  Warm-ups will be assigned daily, turned in and graded weekly.
Presentations:  You will give one oral presentation throughout the semester.  The presentation will cover what you have learned about yourself in your self-assessments and how this relates to potential education and career choices. This presentation will be worth 100 points.

Airplane Factory:  You will participate in a work simulation, called the Airplane Factory.  In this simulation you will prepare an Application, Resume, Cover Letter, and Reference List.  This information will be used to select and interview employees for the paper airplane production team/company.  
Participation Points:  Assigned questions on the Warm-up sheets will be evaluated for weekly.  5 points are earned each day for completed warm-ups. 
Tardies:
If you come to class after the bell rings, please write your name on the check-in sheet, and give me a tardy slip from the attendance office if you have one, so that I do not mark you absent. Once you come in, please start work immediately without disrupting other students.

Make-up, Missing, or Late Work:

  Make-up work - check the Monthly Calendar in the back of the room to see what you have missed while you were absent. All assignments are filed in the class crate by week.  It is your responsibility to get make-up work from the crate, but please ask for help if you are confused.

  Missing or Late work – will be accepted, but points may be deducted and work will be graded as soon as the teacher has an opportunity.  You can look up what you are missing on Power School.

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS: 

· Pick up your classroom file folder, and take it to your workstation.  Do NOT remove the file folder from this room!

· Food, drink, candy, and/or gum are NOT allowed in the computer area. 

· Outside electronic devices are NOT allowed in the classroom.

· Outside floppy disks, data CDs, or flash drives must be run through a virus checker before being used. 

· To get help from the teacher, use the red cup-blue cup system that will be explained to you.
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WHEN CLASS ENDS: The bell does not excuse you from class, I do.  Please do not line up at the door prior to the end of class. Continue working until I excuse you approximately 5 minutes before the bell rings. At this point, LOG OFF your computer, return your folder to the appropriate crate, clean up your workstation, push your chair in, and sit at your assigned table seat until I dismiss the class for the day. 
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