Course Title: Government (8/08)

Credit: .5

Level or Grade: 12

Instructor: Mary Barton

Contact:  mary.barton@phoenix.k12.or.us,  541-535-1526,  

Office Hours:  Monday mornings 11:00 a.m. to 11:43 a.m., and almost anytime I’m not 
teaching if you check with me first.

Course Overview: What could be so enticing that a person would risk life and limb to get to it?  The US!  What could be so enraging that a person would set it aflame, symbolically at least?  You guessed it – the US!  How does our government allow, even encourage, such diversity?  Explore these questions and more in this class.

Students who earn an “A” or “B” in this course AND World Topics or International Studies are eligible for six Rogue Community College credits in Political Science (PS 201 and PS 202). For more information on these classes go to: http://www.roguecc.edu/hsoutreach/2+2/

Applicable Standards:  

Understand the process of law-making.

Know what power the President has.

Understand rights of citizens and the role of the courts in interpreting these.

Understand how political parties influence government.

Understand the States’ rights and powers.

Understand the “supremacy” of the U.S. Constitution.

Compare various forms of government.

Identify responsibilities of citizens.

Course Goals and Objectives:  Students will


Give various points of view from class debates on governmental issues.


Participate in simulations of government procedures (trial, board meeting…).


Define important terms and give examples.


Self-direct learning relating to civic involvement.

Texts and Materials: 

The United States Constitution, American Government Democracy in Action (replacement cost $55.00) , Street Law (replacement cost $55.00) , With Liberty and Justice (replacement cost $15.00)
Grading:


34% Assignments and tests


33% Participation, daily grade given 


33% An individually chosen project consisting of tasks chosen from a list of 20 


possibilities

Course Timeline: * order may be changed to take advantage of relevant current events like elections.
Quarter 1 -* Basic Principles of American Government- The Preamble to the Constitution and the Declaration of Independence - 1 week

* Political Ideology - What are various political views?  - 2 week

* First Amendment - freedom of speech, religion and the press..2 weeks

* Second Amendment - right to bear arms - 1 week

* Fourth Amendment - reasonable searches by the government - 1 week

* Fifth and Sixth Amendments - rights of the accused - 2 weeks

Quarter 2 * Eighth Amendment - cruel and unusual punishment - 1 week

* Fourteenth Amendment - Equal Protection - 1 week

* Fifteenth, Nineteenth, Twenty-Fourth and Twenty-Sixth Amendments-



Voting rights, and responsibilities - 1 week

* Article I - The Legislative process in the US and issues - 2 weeks

* Article II - The Executive process and the budget - 1 week

* Articles III - VII - the powers of the states (federalism), Oregon’s system - 1 week

* Local Government - responsibilities and funding - 1 week

Classroom Expectations:


Participation grade is determined by the following expectations:



 Be on time, ready to work.  Be respectful of yourself, others and things.


Assignments and test grade is determined by:



Do your best quality work, neatly and on time.



Tests are given at the end of each unit and a cumulative test at the end.



Make-up from excused absences must be made up within 5 days of 


returning to class.  Late work will not be accepted after 5 days, and will be 

deducted 20%.


The project is considered homework and is to be done in four segments, one a 


month.  Late work will be deducted 20%.
