Course Title: World Topics

Date: 2008-09
Credit: .5

Level or Grade: 12

Instructor: Mrs. Barton

Contact:  mary.barton@phoenix.k12.or.us,  541-535-1526,  

Office Hours:  Monday mornings 11:00 a.m. to 11:43 a.m., and almost anytime I’m not 
teaching if you check with me first.

Course Overview:  What’s happenin’ man?  This course examines issues around the world, exploring their historic roots and discussing possible solutions and obstacles. The world is “getting smaller” (although we know physically it isn’t) and it is ever more important for us to know about it. “If a man expects to be ignorant and free, he expects what never was and never will be.” (Thomas Jefferson)

Applicable Standards: 


Understand the purpose and functions of various international organizations and 


the US role in relation to them


Understand how colonization and imperialism in the past affects the world today


Identify causes of communist revolutions and their impact on world politics


Understand the causes and impacts of various conflicts in world regions


Define and clarify an issue so that its dimensions are well understood


Acquire and organize materials from primary and secondary sources


Explain various perspectives on an event or issue and the reasoning behind them


Identify and analyze an issue, and select a course of action to resolve it.

Course Goals and Objectives: The students will


Use media reports (print, TV, Internet…) to examine the issues of the world


Identify the locations and background of conflicts in each continent of the world.


Identify how local, national and global issues are connected.

Texts and Materials: 


Current media news publications and broadcasts,  We Just Want to Live Here by 
Sylke Temple
Grading:


25% Assignments


33% Participation, daily grade given 


17% An individual issue analysis project each quarter on a world topic of choice 

25% Tests over each unit

Course Timeline: 

Each unit will last from 1 to 2 weeks.  There will an individual project each quarter.  Religious and cultural aspects relevant to these topics will be included.

Quarter 1 – 
United Nations and other international organizations – let’s work together European Union – The US of Europe? 

Globalization – we are interconnected



Labor – who is doing what work for whom



Immigration – causes and effects



Refugees – legal definition, causes and effects



Health – AIDS, and other diseases



Environment - global warming, Kyoto Accords, water

Quarter 2 - 
Rules of War: Geneva conventions, Genocide, Terrorism, landmines, 



WMD’s, nuclear proliferation



Mideast conflicts: Israel, Iraq, Iran, Palestinians



Communist regimes – Former Soviet Union, China, N. Korea and Cuba



Other conflict regions – Kashmir, Kosovo, Myanmar, Nepal, Tibet…



Non-violent Conflict resolution – Gandhi and others, Nobel Peace Prize

Classroom Expectations:


Participation grade is determined by the following expectations:



 Be on time, ready to work.  Be respectful of yourself, others and things.


Assignments and test grade is determined by:



Do your best quality work, neatly and on time.



Tests are given at the end of each unit.



Make-up from excused absences must be made up within 5 days of 


returning to class.  Late work will not be accepted after 5 days, and will be 

deducted 20%.

Projects will be done as homework.   Late work will be deducted 20%.
