WORLD TOPICS SYLLABUS (2008-2009)
Mr. Rodreick

Phoenix High School

clint.rodreick@phoenix.k12.or.us
Work: 541-535-1526 ext. 354
Cell: 541-621-8385

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This class is designed to broaden your understanding of the world and to allow you to see the world in all of its complexities.  As the world continues to get smaller and smaller due to forces such as globalization, it is important as future citizens that we learn about different cultures, races, religions, nationalities, and major global issues confronting the world today—such as terrorism, poverty, genocide, global warming etc.  This class will challenge you to look at issues beyond the territorial boundaries of Phoenix, Oregon and the United States while at the same time recognizing how these issues affect your life here.  

COURSE LEARNING TOPICS AND OBJECTIVES:

(     Students will learn to look at world issues from a variety of perspectives and, while appreciating these multiple perspectives, will learn to formulate their own opinions supported by evidence.

(     Students will learn how to access multiple sources of information (such as print media, television, Internet etc) and critically analyze and synthesize this information.  


(     Students will gain experience in lecture and discussion oriented settings, and will learn how to   take notes and engage in dialogue and debate.

INSTRUCTIONAL RESOURCES:


The following materials & website(s) will be used during this course:

Materials:  Periodicals (excerpts from Newsweek, Time, NYT etc), text excerpts (novels, pamphlets, scholarly & historical writings), and film and audio segments. 

Website:  To be provided at a later date
PROJECTED PROGRESSION OF MAJOR INSTRUCTIONAL UNITS:

Major instructional units are planned in the following order.  Smaller instructional focuses, which are scattered throughout the term, are not listed.  The quarter listed is a projection, although it is possible to move ahead or fall behind this intended pace.  Likewise, these topics may change based on student interest or demand.  
Q1: Nature vs. Nurture: Women & Gender Roles 
Q1: Individualism vs. Communitarianism: Human Nature, Political Systems, and Human Rights
Q1: Cultural & Ethnic Conflicts: Historical & Contemporary Conflicts & Genocide 

Q1: Colonialism, Imperialism, and Neo-Imperialism: Effects on the World Today


Q1: Postmodernism, Cultural Relativism & Faith and Secularism in the 21st Century


Q1: Theories on Justice: Violent & Nonviolent Confrontations


Q1: Rules of War: Geneva Conventions, Terrorism, WMD’s, & Nuclear Proliferation


Q2: Globalization: International Solidarity, Cultural Diffusion, & Outsourcing 


Q2: The Environment: Past, Present, and Future Dilemmas


Q2: Human Trafficking & Contemporary Slavery


Q2: The Arab-Israeli Conflict


Q2: Poverty, Crime, AIDS & the Third World


Q2: Islam & the West


Q2: America’s Role in the World of the 21st Century

GRADING POLICY
Your grade will be determined by the percentage of possible points you earn on assignments and tests.  Graded work will include:

Unit Tests (50 points)


° M.C. questions

° In-class writings 

Quizzes (10-25 points)


° Map quizzes


° Reading quizzes


° Lecture quizzes

Journal/Notebook (25 points)


° Due on day of Unit Test


° Must include: “bell ringer” warm-ups, reading notes, handouts, lecture notes, quizzes/tests

In-Class Activities (points vary based on assignment)


° Debates, presentations, projects, discussions etc.

The Phoenix High School grading scale is as follows:


A
90-100%


B
80-89%


C
70-79%


D
60-69%


F
50-59%

Daily Work: 

Virtually every day, assignments will be given which will be due by the end of class. Daily work will not be available to be made up in the case of an unexcused absence or tardy. Daily work will include assignments like journal writing, pop quizzes, reading responses, chapter worksheets, film reviews etc.

Tests & Quizzes: 

Quizzes will be used to determine how well you are learning as we progress through the unit. The results will be used to determine if a topic needs to be re-taught and to let you know what, and how, to prepare for the upcoming tests.

Tests will be given at the end of each unit and will measure how well you have mastered the material. Notes, books and other resources will not be allowed during the tests, so it will be imperative that you thoroughly prepare for each test.  

Unit Projects:

In addition to a unit test, some units will end with a project. Each project will be different and further details will be provided towards the beginning of each unit. Possible projects include poster presentations, personal narratives, travel guides, etc.

Portfolio Notebooks:

You will be required to keep a working notebook (3-ring binder) of all your work for this class including all work done in class, all notes, quizzes and tests. At the end of each unit or grading period, you will be required to turn in your notebook for a grade. The purpose of the notebook is to create a portfolio of your work, but also to teach the skill of organization. You will need to provide your own notebook. If this presents a problem, please let me know and I will provide one. 

Participation:

I am not a teacher who will lecture all class; I expect you to interact and engage in discussion during class. The participation grade will not only include participation in whole class discussion but also in small group work. Participation is graded on your ability to provide thoughtful responses and meaningful discussion, not just right answers.

Attendance:

Attendance is MANDATORY! Missing class is not an option. The school attendance policy will be used regarding absences and tardies, excused and unexcused. 

Final Exam:

At the end of the semester, a cumulative exam covering all the material for the term will be given on the designated day for final exams. A study guide will be provided at least one week before the exam. The final exam will be worth 15% of the final grade.

Make up Policy:

If a student misses an assignment due to an illness or other excused absence it is up to the student to make up the work.  The student has ONE WEEK to make up a missed assignment from the date of his or her return.  All make up work will be given at the end of the class period.  DO NOT INTERRUPT CLASS FOR MISSING ASSIGNMENTS!!  

Before asking the teacher about what assignments/notes were given on a particular day a student was absent, that student must ask a peer about what they missed.  If their classmate cannot tell them what assignments they missed, that student must then ask another classmate.  If the second classmate cannot tell them what assignments they need to make up, then the student can come ask the teacher.  Be sure to ask about any missing assignments or grade concerns AFTER class, not during or before class.  Be sure to make a copy of, as well as personally study, any notes that were missed due to an absence.  

Late Work Policy:

Late work will NOT be accepted.  One of the most important lessons that should be learned during school is responsibility.  Failure to hold you accountable to this standard only sets you up for failure later on in life.  

CONTACTING MR. RODREICK:

Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns via email or telephone. Email is the easiest and quickest way to contact me. My email address and phone number are listed on the top of the first page. I will be available for help before and after school.  Feel free to stop by anytime.
I am always interested in discussing students or my class with parents, but I would also encourage parents to begin to train their students to manage their own affairs by dealing with questions, complaints, or concerns on their own first. As students progress through high school and graduate to adult environments they will need the practice and experience in doing this; now is a great time to start.

CLASS EXPECTATIONS:
1.  Be Safe.  Phoenix High School is a place where everyone should feel safe physically, mentally and emotionally.  There is no room in our class or our school for unsafe behavior.  Unsafe behavior will be dealt with swiftly and sternly.

2.  Be respectful.  This class is a safe zone.  Students should feel free to share their ideas openly.  Put downs will not be tolerated.  Students will be expected to participate in class activities and maintain a positive attitude.  This includes being respectful of their peers and the teacher by listening when others are speaking; this goes for the teacher as well as fellow students.  Everyone is entitled to his or her own opinion so long as it is thoughtful and not hateful or hurtful.  Sexist, racist, homophobic, or any other derogatory remarks are not welcomed in this classroom at any point or for any reason.

3.  Be responsible.  In our class we will all act like, and treat each other like adults.  That means that each of us will be responsible for our own actions, will make special arrangements when needed, and will collect and complete all work that has been missed. 

4.  NO CELLPHONES OR IPODS.  I will not use mine in class so neither should you use yours. The first offense will receive a warning.  The second offense will result in the phone/IPOD being taken for the class period. The third offense will result in the IPOD being taken and a meeting will be held with the Vice Principal and a parent or guardian. 

5. Do not line up by the door prior to the bell ringing.  Remain in your seat until you are dismissed.

6.  Being tardy to class is not an option.  Students are expected to be in the classroom, in their seats, and quietly working on the warm-up activity when the bell rings.  If you are late to class, you will not be able to receive these points – this means you lose these points!).  Each unexcused tardy will result in an after-school detention as well.  Please be on time.

7. Do not plan on leaving the room during class time.  There is plenty of time to use the restroom and get a drink in between classes, during morning break, and at lunch.  If you must leave, you will be allowed two permissions per semester.  If you are caught wandering, you will receive a detention.

8.  Be prepared.  Failure to prepare is preparing to fail.  Each student must come prepared for class.  This includes having the required reading/homework done before class.  Students will be expected to bring a writing implement, notebook, and textbook to class.  You will not be allowed to leave class to get materials, go to the bathroom or get a drink.  Emergencies will be the only exception.

9.  Cheating.  Don’t do it.  You will be held accountable and you will receive an F.  

10.  Vandalism.  Respect others belongings.  If you destroy or deface my materials or property, or that of another student, you will be responsible for replacing the property as well as face serious disciplinary actions. 

11.  Do your best.  I have very high expectations of all my students and myself.  I will not accept less than your best effort and you should not either.  Giving less than your best is simply cheating yourself.

12.  Have fun and remain positive.  This class will touch on personal aspects of your life and will hopefully tap into issues you find interesting or interests that you might have.  

13.  When I am talking, I expect you to listen.  When you are supposed to be reading or working on an assignment, I expect you to be quiet.  If you finish work early, I expect you to do something else quietly.  You’ve been in school long enough to understand this principle.  

14.  When you are working individually, it can be as loud as it is supposed to be in the library.  Some talking is okay, but not too much and not too loud.  If you are unable to figure out the appropriate amount or noise level for talking, then absolute silence will be enforced.

15.  Some food and drink will be allowed so long as it is not a distraction for others and so long as it doesn’t prevent you from getting the required work done.  If you are a disruption in my class, because of this issue or any other of the above mentioned policies, you will be asked to sit in the hall.  Continued problems will lead to escalating the severity of the consequences and/or involving the administration and/or your parents.  

PARENT/GUARDIAN & STUDENT: WE ARE PARTNERS
I am honored to be involved in the most important partnership in the world.  In order for this class to run effectively, I need your support, respect, and cooperation – you already have mine.                           

Once you have read the entire syllabus and class expectations, please sign your name, print your name, and date this sheet of paper. Return it to class by Friday, September 5th.  

Signing this sheet indicates that both the parent/guardian and student understand what this course is about and what will be expected of them.

I have read and understand the class syllabus.

Parent/Guardian: ______________________________________________________________________


(Sign)
(Print)
(Date)

Student: _____________________________________________________________________________


(Sign)
(Print)
(Date)

